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PREMIER’S OFFICE — EMAIL — JOURNALIST COMMENTARY 

1015. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Premier: 

I refer to the director of government media’s abusive email containing the term “sanctimonious moll”. 

(1) Is the Premier aware that the journalist in question has not received a personal apology from the 
Premier’s director of government media, Dixie Marshall, despite the Premier’s indication to this house 
yesterday that she had? 

(2) Will the Premier direct Dixie Marshall to personally apologise to the journalist in question? 

(3) Has the Premier investigated whether there have been any other emails or communications from 
Dixie Marshall to journalists that contain abusive or bullying language? 

(4) Will the Premier refer this incident and any other similar bullying incidents to the Public Sector 
Commissioner for investigation? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(4) As I said yesterday, it was an inappropriate email that had been sent to a fellow member of staff — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said yesterday, it was an inappropriate email that had been sent to a member of 
staff—and inadvertently it was sent also to the ABC to — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you; just let the Premier finish. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Can I begin again? It was inappropriate. It was sent to a fellow member of staff; it was 
inadvertently copied to the director of media at the ABC. I do not know whether a personal apology has been 
given to the person in question — 

Ms S.F. McGurk: That’s not what you claimed yesterday. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Well, it is interesting, is it not? Mr Speaker, what I find is that while it was clearly 
inappropriate and I do not in any — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not in any way defend it, as I said yesterday. The Leader of the Opposition can sit 
there and smile, but how inappropriate — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: How inappropriate—not only the email—but how inappropriate for the member opposite 
to name the journalist in the Parliament. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: While the email was inappropriate, it was equally inappropriate to name — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: We’re holding you to account! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, you are not. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Premier, there were four parts. Can you please carry on. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In my view, the journalist could quite rightly be offended—and no doubt is. For her name 
to be in the Parliament I think compounds something that was inappropriate. I intend to take some personal 
action with respect to that — 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Things happen in public life; things happen in offices, both in government and the private 
sector. On reflection, they are inappropriate, but I will stand on my record as Premier of taking action. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Members opposite can look at the history of this government in dealing — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time.  

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: As you correctly pointed out, there were four parts to the question, and so far the 
Premier has chosen not to address parts (3) or (4). 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The one thing I think is inappropriate in this chamber is to name members of the public, 
members of the media or members of staff of government in that way. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right, thank you. Premier, come to the other two points. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to, Mr Speaker. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I am going to call you to order for the first time. Now, Premier, move 
on to the final two parts. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to answer; I have been interrupted four times to this point. 

It is inappropriate conduct. It is inappropriate to name, in this case, a member of the media in this Parliament, as 
you did, so you compounded the error. I will deal with this issue as I deal with every other issue. 
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